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REMARKS 

Please reconsider the application in view of the following remarks, 
L The $132 a^id SI 12. Ill Rejections 

The examiner rejected the added claims under both §132 (new matter) and § 1 12, 
Tfl Gack of enablement). Jn each case the examiner asked to specify the portions of the 
specification which provides support for the added claims. The following table provides 
infonnation responsive to the examiner's request. The information in the table is not 
intended to provide an exhaustive identification of all the passages in the specification 
ttiat support the claims. Rasfid on the information in the table, the lejections under § 1 32 
and § 1 12, ^1 should be withdrawn. 



Claim 


Support 


24. The raono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet. 
Of coating aooording to claim ] wherein the a 
biodegradable polymer is a polyflactide). 


Original claim 1. 


25. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein tlie at 
lea$t one layer is a foamed layer. 


Page.lJines^U??.. 


26. r he mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
thermoplastic polymeric material is the 
biodegradable polymer, and wherein the 
biodegradable polymeric material ig a 
poly(lactide). 


Original claim ], 


27. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
thermoplastic polymeric material is the 
polyvinyl rthJoridc. 


Original claim 1. 


28. The mono-layer or multi-Jayer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
thermoplastic polymeric material is the 
polyolcflo interpolymer. 


Original claim 1 . 


29. The mono-1a3rcr or niulli-laycr nirri^ t^heet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
substantially solid fibril-Uke fringes have a 
density of at least 1 000 per sauare centimeter. 


Page 3, lines 23-24. 


30. The mono-layer or multi-layer fibn, sheet 


Original claim 1; page 6^ lines 14-21. 
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or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
thermoplastic polyolcjfin raaterial is the 
diermoplostio polyotefm interpulymery and 
wherein the thermoplastic polyolefin 
interpolymer is an ethylene/styrene 
interpolymer. 


** 


3 1 . The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
thenmoplastic polyolefin material is the 
thcrmopla5tic polyolefin interpolyiiicr, and 
wherein the thermoplastic polyolefin 
interpolymer includes the polymer unitn 
derived from one or more ethylcnically 
unsaturated polymerizable monomer(s) other 
than those derived from i) and ii), 


Original claim L 


32. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein tlic 
thermoplastic polyolefin material is the 
thermoplastic polyolefin interpolymer, and 
wherein the polymer units derived from at least 
one of ethylene and/or an alpha-olcfm 
monomer is derived ftom ethylene. 


Original claim 1; page 6. 


33. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheets 
or coating according to claim I wherein the 
thermoplastic polyolefin material is the 
thermoplastic polyolefin interpolymer, and 
wherein the interpolymer is an interpolymer of 
ethylene and styrene or of ethylene, styrene, 
and at least one alphaHylcdn containing 3 to 8 
carbon atoms. 


Original claim 1 ; page 6. 


34, The mono-layer or multi-layer film^ sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
thermoplastic polyolefin material is the 
thermoplastic polyolefin interpolymer, and 
wherein the interpolymer has a density of at 
least 0.930 g/Qir?. 


Page 2S, lines 3^. 


35. The mono-layer or muhi-layer fihn, sheet, 
or coating according to claim I further 
comprising a plasticizer, and wherein the a 
biodegr^uiable polymer is a poly(lactide). 


Original claim 1; page 2% line 28. 

• 


36. 1 he mono*layer or multi-layer fibn, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
thermoplastic polyolefin material 13 the 
thermoplastic polyolefin interpolymer and 
wherein the thermoplastic polyolefin 
interpolymer includes crosslinking. 


Page 3, lines 27-2S. 


37. The mono-layer or multl-laycr film* sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 

substantially solid fibril-like fringes have a 


Pagc3S» lines 16*18. 
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density of at least 2000 per square centimeter. 




38. The mono-layet or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim J wherein the 
substantially solid fibril-like fringes have a 
density of at least 4000 per square ccttttmctcr. 


Page 38, lines 16-1 S. 


39, The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
substantially solid fibril-like fringes have a 
density of from about 4000 to about 1 5000 per 
squaie ceiiiiii icier. 


Page 38, lines 16-1$. 


40. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
fringes have a minimum height of at least 
about 40 micrometers. 


Page 38, lines 22-27. 


41 . The mono-lso^er or multi-layer film, sheets 
or coating according to clann I wherein the 
fringes have a ciiiiiiiiiuTn height of at least 
about 80 micrometers. 


Page 38, lines 22-27. 


42. The mono-layer nr multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
fringes have a minimum height of at least 
about 120 micrometers. 


Page 38, Hne^ 22 27. 


43* The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wlicjiein the 
fringes have height of less than 600 
micrometers. 


Page 38, lines 22-27. 


44. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
fringes have height ot about 200 to about 400 
micrometers. 


Page 38, lines 22-27. 


45. The mono-layer or multi-layer fihn, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 which is a film. 


Oi igijial claim K 


46. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, shc^. 
or coating according to claim 1 which is a 
sheet. 


Original claim 1 . 


47. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating accordmg to claim 1 which is a 
coating. 


Original Claim K 


4$. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein at least 
one layer has been orientate. 


Original claim 5. 


49. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 in which the 
layer has been cured, irradiated^ or crosslinked. 


Page 3, lines 27-28. 


SO. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 

or coating according to claim 1 wherein at least 
one layer is elastic. 


Original claim 4. 


5 1 . The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 which has been 


Original claim 7. 
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subjected to corona treatment 




52. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating mx:urding to claim 1 wherein the 
surfitice microstructure is on two sides. 


Page 3, lines 28-30. 


53 . The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 wherein the 
surface microstructure covers a part of the 
surface of the layer. 


Page 3, line.5 24-25, 


54. The mono-layer or multi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according lu claim 1 wherein the 
surface microstructure covers all of the surface 
_pf the l?iyer. 


Pages, lines 24-25. 


J J. mono-iayer or mUJii'^iayer Tumg Slieet, 
or coating according to claim 1 in tfie form of a 
mono-layer. 


Ongmal claim I. 


56. Tlie mono-layer or muhi-layer film, sheet, 
or coating according to claijn 1 in the form of a 
multi-layer. 


Original claim 1. 


57. The mono-layer or multi-layGr film, sheet, 
or coating according to claim 1 in the form of a 
three-layer film. 


Page 57, example I. 



1 Tbg $112. 112 Rejection 



Claims I and 24-57 were rejected under § 1 1 2, 1|2. The examiner objected to the 
terms "substantially solid" and 'iibril like'* as vogue end indefinite. 

With respect to the term "fihril-Uke," this phrase has been deleted fiom claim J , 
which is believe to overcome tliis ground ofrcjocLiun. 

On the other hand, "substantially solid** remains in the claim. This phrase is fully 

supported In the specification at page 38, lines 5-8, This passage states that 

TTie fringes are substantially solid aberrations, e.g., as opposed to hoUow or 
partially hollow protrusions. This means that the fi-inges are compact structures 
substantially entirely filled with and consisting of the thermoplastic material 
forming the thnged layer, possibly slightly grooved at the top. 

In light of the specification, the phrase "substantially solid" is neither vague nor 

indefinite. Accordingly, the rejection under §1 12, ^ should be withdrawn. 
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1 The 81Q3 rejection based on STREET in vicwof GRUBER ET AL. 

Claims 1 , 24-35, 37-48, and 50-57 were rejected under §] 03 based on STREET 
(US 3,696,183) in view of GRUBER ET AL. (US 5,484,881). The examiner basicaUy 
asserted that it would be obvious to use the poly(lacttdc) of GRUBER ET AL. in the 
process of STREET to forni a fibril-bearing film. Applicant disagrees. 

lo Uic finit insUiTice, STREET neither teaches nor suggests a mono-layer or multi- 
layer film^ sheet, or coating wherein at least one layer displays a surface microstructum 
wherein the fringes are substantially solid and wherein the layer comprises a 
thermoplastic polymeric material wherein the thermoplastic polymeric material is a 
biodegradable polymer, a polyvmyl chloride, or a polyolefin interpolymcr. 

Secondly, there is no teachmg or suggestion to support the combination of 

GRUBER BT AL. wiUi STREET. In this regard, the eraminer's attention is drawn to 

column 6, lines 8-12 in GRUBER ET AL. wherem it is stated 

Another advantage of the present inventi on is the high surface energy of 
poly(lactide) films, Poly(lactide) is a material with a relatively high surface 
energy, when compared to other fihns. As the surface energy of an extruded film 
increases, the driving force to remain intact and to minimize surface ai;^ 
increases, tlicrefore the tendency to form a smooth, coherent, high gloss tilm 
increases, 

(Emphasis added.) Thus not only does GRUBER ET AL, fail to mention that the 
poly(lactide) can be used to make a fringed microstructure layer, but GRUBER ET AL. 
specifically state that the poly(lactide) disclosed therein has the property of minimizing 
surface area increases. This is the opposite of the qualities desired in making a fringed 
film, which necessarily creates greater surface area of the layer. 

Accordingly, GRUBER ET AL. teaches away from use of the poly(lactide) 
disclosed therein in applications such as disclosed in STREET. GRUBER ET AL. 
certainly fail to provide motivation to one of skill in the art to use the poly(lactide) in the 
process of STREET. For these reasons, there is not teaching or suggestion to support the 
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combination of GRUBBR ET AL. with STREET. Accordingly, the rejection under § 1 03 
based STRFJ5.T and GRUBER ET AL. should bo withdrawn. 

4 The $1 03 rejection based on S TREET in view of GRUBER ET AL. and further in 

view of HEMMING 

The examiner rejected claims 36 and 49 under §103 based on STREET in view of 
GRUBER ET AL. and further ui view of HEMMlNCi. 

However, as discussed above under heading 3, the underlying rejection based on 
STREET and (iKUBER ET AL. is incorrect and should be withdrawn. HEMMING does 
not fill the deficiencies of STREET and GRLTBER ET AL. Accordingly, the rejection 
including HEMMING as a tertiaiy reference should also be withdrawn. 

CONCLUSION 

The clauns are believed to be in condition fiw allowance. Favorable consideration 
and prompt Notice of Allowance ore cotirtcously solicited. ^ 
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No fee is believed to be due; however, should any additional fees under 37 C.F.R. 
§1 .1 6 to 1 .21 he required for any reason relating to the enclosed materials, or should an 
overpayment be included herein, the CommissionCT is aulhorized to deduct or credit said 
fees firom or to Deposit Account No. 10-1205/ADVA;01 1. 



O'KEEFE, EGAN & PETERMAN. LLP 

1 101 Capital of Texas Highway So. 

Building C, Suite 200 

Austin, Texas 78746 

512/347-1611 

FAX: 512/347-1615 



ResggEtfiilly submitted, 

Robert M. O'Keefe 
Rt^. No. 35,630 
Attorney for Applicants 
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